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The mood of the South Tiroleans has reportedly changed little
during the psst month, although it is believed that the series
of meetings held by the Scuth Tirolean delegates to Paris (Drs.
Jolgger and von Guggenberg) throughout the Province probably
gerved to raise the morale and to allay eriticism of the Paris
Agreement.

Howaver, with the possible excepiicn of the resignation from
tne Prefecture of Dr. Innocenti there are no signs thati the
Paris Agveement is being implemented and for thls reason the
population is said to be gruwing increasingly impatlent and
skantical.,

Phe SVP iz being widely criticized for its weakness and lack

of energy and in some circlez the lsadere are being attacked

a5 “irresponsible business men, more concerned with thelr owa
pockets than with the welfare of the South Tiroleans as a wholae "
znd there is telk among the more youthful elements of rejecting
the Paris Agrsement and returning to the original demand for
sali-determination.

In addition, mistrust of the Itallans ls increasing dally as
incidents ccecur indicating that there iz uo change in Italian
methods,.

Poliey of tne SVP jeaders

1.

The SVP leaders apparently continue to plece great coniidencs
in %he prospects offered by the Faris Agreement. 411 possible
steps are being taken to hasten its Implementation; dut it is
realized that only preparatory work is feasible until the Peace
treaty is finally signed, and Austrian Foreign Minister Dr.
Gruber has returned from his visit to the United States.
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Telks between Erieh Lrmon, Drg, ralleiner and Volpgger,
and Dr. 'Innocenii have not served to inerease the faith
of the oVP leaders in Italian goodwill., In partieular,

. Innocenti persiste in (a) his Interpretation of the

Paris Agreement zs providing for a joint autonomy betveen
South Tirol and Trentino, (b) his intransigent attitude
concerning the replacement of Italian of{icials by South
Tiroleans, and (cg nis refusal to discuss a wmore favorable
sattlement of the Optanis Juestion than that ecntained in.
the draft decree elahorated by the ixed Commission In
South Tirol. The 8VP leaders are further disturbed by the
fact that Italian emigretion to South Tirol is continuing,
although on & reduced scale, and by numerous minor inci-
dents indlecating that the Italian attitude towsrd the South
Tiroleans has cbhanged 1ittle. :

Despite these negative indications, howgver, the SVP
leaders still hops that the Italians will be compslled

(by Gruber and the Vestern Powers) to carry out loyally
thelr side of the bargain. Thers Lz apparently no talk

as yvet of the prcbable fallure of ©he Paris solution. On
the eontrary, a certain resentment is felt toward Austria,
and the liorth Tirol in particuler for the defeatlist sentls
ments prevaliling there. GStatements from responsidble Aus-
trian leadsrs thet Austria has not reiingulshed her claim
to the South Tirel are considered premature, and likely to
endanger the final ratificetion of the Paris Agreement by
the ¥Your Foreign ’iinisters. (In thls connection Innocentl
recently warned Volgger of the Vgreat dlsservice" which
Gruber and Figl had rendered their eountry by their state-
ments thet sustrie had not given up its ¢laim to South
Tirol.) & very definite malsise exists between South and
North Tirol, &s the result of thelr different attitudes

to the raris Agreement. Trils finde practical expression

in an almost complete severance of contacts betwesn 8Bolzano
and Innsbruck. %hen it was pointed out to Volgger that
this state of affairs was regrettable, Volgger replieds :
"The North Tiroleans should help us instead of making things
more difficult for us by tholr defeatist attitude.”

111, SYP Memorvandunm for e Gasveri

1l

Reecently the SVP asked 1ialian Price Minlster De Gasperi

+to grant an audience to two of 1ts representdatives, so that
they might dlscuss practical steps for the appliea%ion of
the Paris rgreement. De Gasperl replied that at the moment
he was too overburdened with work, but told the SVP that in
the mearwhile they could discuss thaelr proposals freely with
Innocenti. The SVP leaders interhret this as an indieation
that De Gasperl dooces not wish to talx to them until he knows
moré aboui their aspirations. ‘

o
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¢n 31 October the "Action Committee" of the SVP met
to consider De Gasperi'’s reply. 1t was decided to
draw up a nemorandum; embodying thelr most pressing
demands (Optants “uestlon, ete.) and indicating thelr
ideas as to the implementation of the Tarls /grecnent
(draft autonomy statute, ete.), and to forward copies
of this memorandum to De Gasperl and Innocentl.:

Remocratization ol the SVP

i,

Steps are being talen by the EVP to hold elections for
local SVP officilals throughout the Province. It 1s
hoped that these clectlons can be held in time to allow
for a belerntes Conference at the end of Novemberz at
which the Centrsel Direction of the Party and the Chiefl
Officers will be clected. '

1.

Ona of *he main methods of f{inancing the S5VP has been

by means of a compensatlon business with North Tirol.

The South Tirolean wine merchent Frindolin Uayr of Tramin
has been buying cattle in North Tirol against deliveries
35 wine, fruit, etc., and handing over a substantial pro=-
portion of the profits of this business to the SVP. The
Tirolean Food Minister, handesrat Mulgg, 1s rerported to
have carried on this compensation business with the full
consent of Viemna. He almitted, however. ..thet . - =
the torwms of the business yere not as .favorable to North
Tirol ms they might have been, but that he had overlooked
tuis fact on the grounds that the SVP reaped the benefit.
Recently a great part of layr's wine deliveries to Innse
truck turncad out to be vinegar. A5 2 result Mulgg has
lost a1l confidence in lavr and refuses to do further busis
ness with ivim. Mulgg believes that Mayr is dishonest,

" and has oniy bheen -turning over a small percentagse of his

profits to the SVP. Ilzg estimated Mayr's profits at
botwsen two snd three million lire. Volgger 1s reported
40 have stated that Mayr has Fanded over about one and
cne-nulf million lire to the SVP,.

South Tirojsan Prisouners of VAR

2.

The VP lezdsrs are concarned over the fate of some forty

to £ifty South Tirolesn nrisonerz of war who, following
tnelr relense by the 4llles; verz interned by the Italiens
in a camp at Fossili, Conditions in this camp are described
as "dreadful”, The South Tiroleans r: ortedly are herded
togsther with thieves and other common criminals.

The Italians allegedly assert that as the prisoners opted

for Germany under the Hitler-lussolinl agreement, they are
to be regan=ded as Germansy and refuse to allow them to re-
turn to their homes and familles in the South Tirol.

CONFOBRFISANTIAT
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3. The Austrian Government will apbarently not take mction
in this matter, so that there is no official authority
to take up the case of these prisoners.

VII. Rr. SghbBfisl’s Provosed Apnointment

1. The 8YP have sent an offielal request tc Dr. Gruber that
Dr., SchBffel be appointed to the Austrian lLegation et 25X1A6
Rome as an expert on South Tirolean guestions, a
Comrent:s Dr. Schoffel was the speclial envoy of the Bishop
of Bressanone, who accompanied the fouth Tirolean Delee
gates to Paris, lie is an Austrian subject, who lives
in Bressanones)

2, Grubar ix rerorted to nave stated recently that he had
bean favorably impressed by Schbffel In Parisg, andé that
he hoped %o find a pogt for him in the foreign sarviee.
SehBrfel, howevar, is somewhat skeptical about the ldea.
Ha 18 thought to helileve that he could serve South Tirol
more usefully by remaining in Breasanone, and giving his
moral suvport to the VP leaders. Schibifel belongs to
the naticnelistic Church circles, whe are g0 concerned
at developnents in Bolzano. Ile argues that 1f he goes
to Rome there will be one less to zive courage and strength
to the SVP,

VIII. New.Daily HNevsnarer.

1. A new deily newspaper, the Bozner Zeitung., has Just made
its appecarance ln South Tirol.

2. Originally thic newspaper was planned by a group of Gerrman
and Austrien Nazis, who had taken refuge in the South Tirol
and suggested to the Italians that they would bring out
a pro-ltalian German-languege paper in return {or assur-
‘ances of contimied Itallan hospitality. Among the persons
who have belonged to thls group ares

Herr Barcmtta,  formerly of the Neue Frele Presse,

Luis Trenkar, the film star,

Herr Bauer, former DNB correspondent in Ilfilan,

Dre Kircher, forwer editor of the Frankfurter
Zeltung,

fablinelli, 8 lawyer fronm South Tireol

Dr. Fihrez from fouth Tirol

Dr. Eberhardt, from South Tirol

Dr. Fraas, from South Tirol.

3. Howsver, since after endless negotlating, this German=
Austrian group was uneble to find the necessary copltal for
the newspaper, the Italians have now stepped 1in and taken
over the newspaper themselves. The Bezuer Zaituneg is fine
anced and run solely by the Italians, with whonm it seams
Herr Rauer, .r. Sberhardt and Dr. Frsas have agreed to co=-
operate,
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